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I.—Fonian Potrtics. 


. , 


The Nayak (Calcutta) of the Nth Nr says ae the state of the 

n an War, and particularly Mr. Asquith’s Guild 
3 esd fhe’ hall apeech and the attitude 1 European 
yee Powers, make it evident that this fime Turkey 
will have to leave Europe bag and baggage. The change will mean 
the expulsion of not. only Musalman sovereignty, but also of the Musalman 
population from Eastern Europe. The will of God be done! The wheel 
of time has turned and brought Turkey under its crushing weight. As 
for the Indians, Hindu as well as Musalman, they are subjects of the English 
people, and are weak and worthless. It is-useless, nay, injurious for them 
to make a row over the Turkish affair. They have no right to judge the 


* * 


interest of the English people in the matter. They would, therefore, do well 


by keeping themselves within their limits and not creating an useless 
unpleasantness and trouble by showing excitement over the matter. The 
English will do what they think proper. This, conoludes the writer, is the 
lesson which we have learned during the last seven years. | 
2. Taking a cursory view of the past and future of the Balkan war, the 
„Phe past and ine fiture or he A Hilal [Calcutta] of the 18th November says :— 
Balkan war. 1 8 The events that have taken place, avcording to 
the news received since the war broke out, seem to 
have shattered the sanguine hopes of the Turks. The sad tidings of successive 
defeats, the estimate of loss and injury and the rumour of the Turks surren- 
dering valuable possessions, are all very disappointing. The situation in the 


battle-field is simply hopeless for the Turks, and the European Powers are now 


about to realize the object which they have earnestly desired to gain since the 
last hundred years. Of all Powers, England appears to be most agitated and 
disturbed. Mr. Asquith, in his Guildhall speech of the 9th November, is 
reported to have said that (England’s) Allies are all extending their help in the 
work of Fader the dagger with which Turkey would shortly be cut into 
pieces. England thus aspires that her name should go down to 3 as the 
holder of the strongest of the swords that chopped up the body of Islam 
for the last time, In the words of the Curan their enmity is apparent 
from what they have already said, but intentions concealed in their hearts is 
even more dangerous. This is the real fact which we have disclosed to the 
Musalmans, and they may derive benefit if they be thoughtful and wise.” 

The paper then tries to prove that the condition of the Turks is not 
altogether hopeless. They are, in its opinion, gaining strength day by dey, 
while the enemies are losing their strength from exhaustion and fatigue. The 
Turks may ultimately come off victorious—so hopes the paper. Referring 


7 


then to Reuter’s telegram of the 9th November from Constantinople, which 


speaks of a very brilliant victory of the Turks over the Bulgarians, the paper 


says that the telegram was despatched from Constantinople exuctly on the same 
day and at the same time when Mr. Asquith was, being intoxicated with a 
strong dose of the wine of Christian victory, saying that the Balkan 
armies had already taken possession of Macedonea and Thrace, Greeks had 
taken Salonika which was, in old days, an entrance for Christianity into 
Eurdpe, and that the news of the conquest of Constantinople is shortly 
expected. What a pitiable scene it would have been when, at the height of his 
drunkenness, this tac (of the 9th November) forcibly administered to him 
a dose Of acid (to remove his drunkenness) opening his blunt teeth. Had the 
life of this greatest man of England (saving the King) been dear to us, it 
would have surely. been a very pleasant duty for us to enquire.about the 
physical and mental health of this angel who made a prophecy of the conquest 
of Constantinople, and to 228 miuzvs as to the state of his health after 
reading the telegram of the 9th November. = 
3 3. The word Jehad means in the dictionary of, Christians writes the Al-Hilat 
5 [Calcutta] of the 13th November, that a number 
* n eee of barbarous and fierce Arabs are coming forward 
with spears and words in their hands, while their fiery standard flutters in the 


Nayak, 
Nov. lith, 1918. 


SAL-HILAL’ ° 
Nov. 18th 1918, 


ITTiIHAD, 
Nov, 14th, 1913. 


Nayak, 
Nov. 16th, 191%, 
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ir bearing” the sanguinay motto, Kill all non-Muslims for they are un- 
oe ee Te pe pier Christians and the Missionaries, however, 1 that 
this is not the import of Jehad, that it is onl y a defensive war by the 
Musalmans, and that when life, property and religious liberty of a Musalman 
are ih dangér. then alone he 18 allowed to declare chad against his 
persecutors. But still these ed ucated Christians and Missionaries spread the 
false interpetation of Jehad among the masses. ‘Such was the case at the time 
of the last Crusade and such is the case even now in the twentieth century, 
They do not call the present war against Islam a religious war as they did in the 
last Srusade, but they call it a war in the name of civilization. But we have 
openly said that it is their Jehad on Islam, and we have been criticized for calling 
it so. But we repeat that itis a Jehad, and it is good for the Christians 
that we call it so, for in had a Musalman, as enjoined b his religion 

and the Koran, can only attack those who are in arms against him and shall 
have to spare the non-combatants, But if, in imitation of Europe, he will 
make a war of civilization he may attack peaceful Christians also, following the 
example of General Caneva, who did not spare even the peaceful citizens on the 
20th of October in Tripoli, he may follow the example 0 the Italians in killing 
aged men and women; be may cut into pieces aud mutilate the dead bodies in 
imitation of the Russian Cossack’s barbarities in Russo-Turkish war; and lastly 
he may take out dead bodies from the tombs and hang them in imitation of 
the Conqueror of Sudan. Therefore, it is for the good of the Christians that 

we call this war a Jehad and not a war on behalf of civilization. We now ask 

those who criticize us to let us know which of the two names they would 


prefer, a Jehad or a war for civilization. In the case of former we shall obey 


the Koran, but in the latter we shall follow Europe, 
4, The Jttthad (Bihar) of the 14th November supports the views of the 
: 5 Comrade, the Wakil and the Al. Hilal regarding the 
Aid to Turkish relist fund. remittance of the amount of thirty lakhs collected 
by the Muhammadans for the Moslem University to Turkey for giving relief 
to the wounded, and says that, as the majority of the Musalmans are not 
willing to accept the Charter of the University with such restrictions as the 
Government has imposed, it would be better for them to utilize the money for 
the next best thing. Ifthe Government in future, grants further concessions 
regarding the University the Musalmans, if inclined to accept, may raise 
another subscription for the University, It isa matter of great regret that 
the Musalmans do not realize the urgent need of giving help to Turkey, Of 
what use would the University be to them when the enemies of Islam will have 
completed its destruction. It is not the time to think over the matter; 
action must be taken at once. The leaders should invite the opinions of the 
subscribers informing them through newspapers that it has been proposed to 
send the amount to Turkey. If the majority gives their consent the money 
should at once be remitted to Turkey, while further subscriptions should be 
raised for the same purpose, as thirty lakhs is a very small sum considering the 

vast Musalman population of India. 

5. After a brief review of the political situation in Europe in connection 
with the Balkan war, the Nayak [Calcutta] of the 
15th November says that now only two courses are 
open to Turkey—either to give a crushing defeat to the Allies or to retire to 
Assia Minor, leaving Constantinople like a veritable apple of discord among 
the Christian European Powers. In the latter case, while the Powers will be 
quarrelling with each other, Turkey may set her home in order and, by return- 
ing to the truly Islamic mode of life, regain the strength and vitality which the 
adoption of European methods and ideas has stifled in her. There is time yet 
for the Musalmans to recover their lost ground, provided they can eschew the 
materialism of the West, and receive a truly Islamic discipline, The Musal- 


mans ‘vant to boycott European goods. But what would really benefit 


them is not a boycott of European goods, but a boycott of European modes of 


dress and habits of living. Islamic civilization was at one tim ideal o 

Europe. Why should then thechildren of Islam to-day ape Bages nt 
zation? There isa touch of malice and meanness in boycott, and boycott 
breeds a feeling of animosity. It would, therefore, be better to give up the idea 
of boycott. Have recourse to renunciation. Renunciate Western civilization ; 


Tho position of Turkey. 
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awaken and cultivate national self-conciousness, call back the old national pride, 
have increased faith in religion, obey the ordinances of the Koran above every 
thing, and good will come to you. 3 
6. In discussing Mr. Asquith's recent speech at Guildhall, to the effect 
6 that the Balkan Allies cannot be deprived of the 
and the British Government. conquests they have made, the Hitavadi [Calcutta] 
8 of the 15th November writes that this statement 
practically supports a policy of robbery by a powerful State of its weaker 
neighbour. Such robbery in the case of individuals would be held deserving 
of strong denunciation, but in the case of States is to be lauded as glorious 
conquest. Such is the wide difference between social and political ethics. 

In this connexion, we ask Indian Moslems if it is not folly for them to 
seek to counsel Government regarding its foreign policy in Turkey, Persia 
and elsewhere. Do they expect the ‘British Government to ignore popular 
feeling in England and Europe, generally in favour of the Balkan Allies, simply 
out of deference to Indian Moslem opinion? Is not this expecting too much? 


Government, even if it sympathises with Moslems in this matter, cannot go 


against British public opinion. It is a pity that some Christian Powers are 
forcing Turkey out of Europe, but England is not to blame for that, and she 
cannot possibly prevent them from doing so. This has got to be recognized. 

7. The Daily Bharat Mitra (Calcutta) makes the following observations 
in the leading article of its issue for the 16th 
November :— 

The news of the Turkish General’s departure for the Bulgarian Capital in 
order to negotiate for peace, indicates that the situation in Turkey is extremely 
depressing and pitiable, but considering the mal-administration of the Turks, 
even the natural sympathy which one should have én their distress is to a 
certain extent unfavourably affected, Turkey is reaping the fruits of her own 


Situation in Turkey. 


political sina. A nation which, living in the remarkably progressive land of 


Europe and having all advantages of trade and commerce at its command, 
does not move with the times but, instead of making progress allows itself to 
remain behind its tiny neighbours, cannot prosper and its fall is certain. 

While appreciating the feeliog of affliction and grief caused to the 

ieee Musalmans of India by the defeat of Turkey, and 

ee the shock that their religion has consequently 
received, we are unable to understand the force and relevancy of their request 
to the British Government to protect the Muhammadar kingdoms. A govern- 
ment is bound to protect a, e. its own subjects; protection of others depends 
on the political situation and expediency. It is true that Muhammadans living 
in the British Empire number more than those of the other parts of the world 
taken together; but how does it follow from this that the British Government 
is responsible to look after those Muhammadans also, who live beyond its 
possessions? Will those who are so anxious for Turkey point out it she did 
anything to give help to Persia, a Muhammadan country ? 

England helped and protected Turkey so long as she could could do 
so without injuring her own interests. Now the political situation of Europe 
hes changed, and it has become impossible for England to take the side of 
Turkey without the risk of bringing about an international crisis of a very 
serious nature, 

As regards old friendship between the English and Turks, the latter 
never repaid the oligation of the former; but on the contrary they assumed 
an unfriendly attitude after deposing Sultan Abdul Hamid, and openly sided 
with Germany. Thus, the blame of unfastening the ties of friendship lies 
on the shoulders of the Turks. 5 

The reason why the Indian Musalmans are so much agitated on the fate 


of Turkey is the same as makes them hostile to 
Indian Mubammadans and the Hindus, though they live with the Hindus in 


Turkey. 
Musalmans are born and bred in this country and will be buried here with 
their forefathers, but their eyes are avert fixed on Persia and ‘Turkey and they 
take pride in calling themselves descendants of the people who once plundered 
their country. Being converted to Islam they think they are no longer — 
and claim superiority in all matters over the Hindus. ‘They are proud of the 


India and are Indians by birth. The Indian 
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This attitude of the 
excitement. ‘hey forget 
prejudicing their own inte 
with Afghanistan, labo 
apparently do not realizé that it is under a‘Christith Government that the 
living in peace and prosperity and their leaders are ‘uticessing in the express 
rand NOE ae 
boons of the British Government. © 
How can it be said that the Turks will not be as happy under the udtmitmis. 
tration of the Bulgarians as the Indian Musalmans are under the English f The 
o experience, but Indian Musalmans have aud the latter 
should, therefore, make them realize the advuntages of a Christian good gv. 
ernment, and persuade them to refrain from ‘bloodshed’; fer the ‘Bulgari 
Islam, they simply want good’ government. eH 
; 3 Fiji Islands“ in which, after brieffy desctibing the 
survey is made of their development ‘since the day of their discovery, the 


conquest, of India 
preachers are vilifying' afl” 
Turks of course bave no exper 
8. In the opening paragraph of its leading article on Indians” in the 


Daily Bharat Mitra (Calcutta) of the 17th November makes the following 
remarks:— | 3 8 5 

A number of our countrymen have gone out to different parts of the 
world to earn their Hvelihood and have settled there. ‘But the aes se 
whom these. emigrants have to live look down ußon ‘them wit 


Contempt and make t em feel the pang of humiliation’ at every ‘step. The 


Indians are not treated peperiy even in the dominibons that are Within the 
British Empire, what to say of other countries. Leaving aside the ‘self- 
governing States of the, Bair of which the readers know enough, it is 
proposed to say sémethihig ‘about a Crown Colony. | 
_ In a second article on the same subject the journal dated the 19th 
November observes:— __ | : 

The condition of coolies here fin ‘the Fiji Islands) is not satisfactory. 
It has been said in the report of the Royal Commission that the coolies in the 
Colony are subjected to no injustice or hardship, ‘still not more than à third 
of them agree to bind themselves to work for a second time. It is‘clear that 
had the life of the coolies been pléasant there they would have had ‘to 
objection in signing a second agreement after the expiry of the first. They 
dislike the arrangement only because it causes them trouble and discomfort, 
Sir E.——said in his evidence before the Commission that the’ Fij? émployers 
do not have as much sympathy for their coolies as the landholders of the 
West Indies have for theirs, In view of the cases brought against the coolies 
and punishment inflicted’ on them, no one can say that they are accorded 
good treatment. an 


II.—Home ApmMivistTration.’ 
(a)— Police. 


9. The Pabna-Bogra Hitaishi [Pabna)’of the 6th N. ovembér “publishes 
5 _ letter complaining that the local Moslems Ave 
alen. Prepegenda by resclved in a body to socially “boycott: Hindus, 
bs „„ os gg . not to accept service indér them, or to 
have anything to do with the 
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) police, ,.. Let say that these Malti 
do, 8. toy fare obey “hates on their sides: 
eie of the IIth November, in reviewing 
rig Hughes-Buller’s recent Report on the working 
8 the ao in Bengal, writes: 
lly with Mr. Buller in holdin 
anks of the: police daivurgetitly call 
* ai rnest and sincere he is in 
2 ee of a no 1 


ad their tte 


heir salaries also 


ati will not mean, a dient improvement 

og not thera: has been some distinct 

and t may be ex chat, progress int thik, direction. will be 

Y Fog den yor, 9., foregoing Miggestion, ': The police recruite, 

LOPESA,, t d instryotion at the: Police ‘training. Schade, should be 

soi 2 

ch bepntrus This will free them from corruption and 

e the ev erberring tone, tone towatds the: public, which they 

a fom mi gourtesy, and | friendliness, thereby! bringing about 
a aes aue, blic, attitude. towards then. “Leatly, 
idars and arg. should benceforth be paid b 
de e arge on, the villages. And we agree wi 

ein baking. at. the)! President system de of controlling these 

ba we meh add, quite: naturally, “ deteriorated,” 

ik ly il for. Such reform we can hopefully 
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About t foe or a years ago. shane I ,attracted: the notice of =the: police 
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‘thrice; cand: thus; though. E Fhad 
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again to attend the next 


2 e Now, the question is, it I lose 


a1 t and have gently to roam about the street in n ‘of 
emer rested are ‘then be more fit to rouse suspicion than now? 1 
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m in danger if I am without any employment, and if I seek employment 
obstacles ane plased in my way. Wil 1 me what I am to do under these 


circumstances? Although, up to date, nothing has been dons in conin 
with my appointment, in a matter like this, that is a thing that may occur 
any moment. > Ae ra tale i ar 


Nauru Nata Daag. 


13. Referring to the alleged outrage of a young Hindu girl by certain 
| . * high olice : officers 2 the ray 4 Gren reported 
Kane (vide Report on Native Papers for week ending 16th 
November, 1912 page 1340 paragraph 13), the Hitavadi [Calcutta } of the 
15th November says that, asthe complaint is a very serious one, it is to be 
hoped the authorities will inquire into the matter. re 
14. Referring to the Telinipara cow-slaughter dispute, the Nayak (Cal. 

a outta] of the 15th November asks the ‘leaders of 

Cow-slaughter at Telinipare. the Musalman community to take note of the fact 
that if cows are slaughtered at Telinipara, the Hindu community will be 
highly dissatisfied. ‘The Lucknow futwa end the resolution of the Punjabi 
Musalmans, prove that it is not indispensable for Musalmans to slaughter cows 
on the occasion of the Bakr-Jd, Cow-slaughter was prohibited during the 
reigns of Akbar and Jehangir, and even now slaughter of cows on the occasion 
of the Jd is unknown in Hyderabad or any other Musalman State, Under the 
circumstances, is it desirable to foment a quarrel between Hindus and Musal- 
mans on the question of cow-slaughter? There are in the Musalman 
community a body of uneducated men, altogether devoid of foresight, who 
are responsible for all the acerbity of feeling that prevails in the country on 
the question. If the leaders of the community can keep them under check, 
there will be an end of all trouble over the matter. ae 
15. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 16th November draws the attention 

} pias of Lord Carmichael to the matter, and says that the 

19 Victoria Mill is located at Telinipara for about 

thirty years, but never have cows been slaughtered here. 


16. After expressing the pious hope that this year the Bakr-Jd will not 
Alleged oppression by Hindus in EiVe rise to any dispute between Hindus and 
some villages in the Nadia district usalmans, the Moslem Hitaishs sey of the 
over the Bakr-Id. 15th November complains that the Hindu zamindars 
and Mahajans of villages, Hatia and Kandarpadia, within the Kushtia sub- 
division of the Nadia district, are trying every means in their power, and even 
instituting false cases against the local Musalmans, for preventing them from 
celebrating the Bakr-Id by slaughter of cows. They are also trying to have 
the local Mafiabs. or pathsalas for Musalman boys abolished. The attention of 
the District Magistrate is drawn to the matter. 
17. The Moslem Hitatshi [Calcutta] of the 15th November takes exception 
An order of the Magistrate of to an order issued by the District Magistrate of 
Jessore in connection with cow- J essore, declaring that cow-slaughter on the occasion 
slaughter. of the Bakr-Id would not be allowed in pone 
where cows had never before been slaughtered. The writer is unable to 
comprehend how this order can be reconciled to reason. Should not Musalmans 
read their namaj prayer where they have never before done so? Should not 
mas ids and churches be built where none such have ever existed? Seeing 
slaughter of cows is not such a great sin for Hindus, as seeing idols is for 
Musalmans. Still Musalmans never object to idol-worship by the Hindus. 
Musalmans perform Torbani in their own houses and not in public view. The 
command of Islam is that when domestic animals are about to die they should 
be slaughtered. Is it not a pity that in spite of this religious command. 
Musalmans should be prevented from slaughtering cows in a British dominion? 


The order referred to above has, it is said, been issued by the Magistrate 


of Jessore without personal enquiry, but merely on the recommendation of the 


subdivisional officer of Bongon 55 in connection with the question of slau htering 


cows in the locality of G f . Treats 
— — 7 5 oga, nchra, Sikra and other vege withi the 
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pen submitted by Srimati Pramada 
ampada Bhattachayya, her son, of 
_ Village Majilpur, in the 24-Parganas district, to 
the Magistrate of the district, praying for the criminal prosecution of one 
Bijalibhushan Gupta, son of Charuchandra Gupta, of village Durga, for 


having the death of Pramada Devi’s husband, Nrityagopal 


Bhattacharyya, at Majilpur. Baht op. ie that the death of mere! f 


occurred in consequenoe of a horse, which Bijalibhushan had been riding, 
having come over and thrown him down. The wounded man was attended 
to by the local zamindar and Honorary Magistrate, Babu Nandalal Datta, 
and the local police was duly informed of the occurrence. But although he 
lived for five or six hours after the occurrence of the event, neither was his dy- 
ing declaration nor the: deposition of his mother, who had attended him 
till the last, taken by the polioe. The police has also instituted no proceed- 
ings against Bijalibhushan. : : ; 5 
‘ The writer requests the District Magistrate to pay immediate attention to 
the petition, =e 3 : | 

20. Referring to the remarks of the Inspector-General of Police, Eastern 
| Bengal and Assam, in his administration report, 
about the vanity and incompetence of the Police, 
| the Datly Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 19th 
November observes that the Government authorities, as well as the Anglo- 
Indian press, have at last come to realize the real facts relating to the police, 
which the journal hag been pointing out since long. It is hoped that when the 
high officials have hit upon the correct —- of the disease of the police 
department, they will be able to cure it. The most important condition for 
the success of the police is that they should regard themselves servants of 
he people and not their masters. es | : 


“Vanity and incompetence of 
the police.” 6 


_ (@}-Working of the Courts. 


21. The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 7th November will be glad to see the 

The Arnold : defamation section of the Penal Code amended as 

| as a result of the agitation which the Arnold case 
has given rise to. ) 
22. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Pairika [Calcutta] of the 
‘Bie 14th November takes strong exception to Sir 

1 * Charles Fox's remark on the national character 
of the Indians, and quotes Judge Chalmers of England, who was at one time 
Remembrancer to the Government of India, and had conseqeently both 

Indian and European experience, to show that truth is concealed more in the 
County-courts of England than in the worst parts of India or Gibraltar, and 
that nowhere in India witnesses speak more lies than do witnesses in the 
Cummingham (sic) Court of England. In an article in the English Law 
Journal, Judge Chalmers has repeatedly brought the above charge against the 
natives of England. The writer says that while such is the testimony of an 
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27. Referring to the Darjeeling Water-supply Conference, the Nayak 
iii da te Con. | calcutta] of the 13th November says:— 
wet The cause of the present insanitation of 
Bengal villages is two-fold, namely, the negligence 
of the Government and the absenteeism of landlords. Government has 80 
long failed in its duty to keep the water-courses of villages open and village 
roads under pro er sy ee and provide convenient means o “eonidinnitation 
between the n mufassal important seats of hu 1855 ness. We now. thank Lord 
Carmichael that he has been trying to 7 this 4 on the part of the 
Government. But no amount of effort on the part of the Government will go 
a long way in improving the condition of villages, . so. long’. a. landlords will 
remain absedt from them, taking away all their incomes from the mufassal and 
spending them in Calcutta.on ar 1 of a Whether by compulsion or 
legislation, by swé 8 or by holding out temptations’ of titles, 
sndlords must be made to ive i in their and. look; after - their: welfare. 
ie condition of conferment of titles on landlords.should be- not signing large 
sims of money in the subscription books, but excavating, tanks; repairing: : and 
constructing roads in their estates, living. simple and W ive and 
generally looking after ie. welfare of their, tenants. ..,Jvet Lord 
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There is; however; one thing which: Government alone must do in order 


astern Bengal, and construct large 
pose of water-supply. What Ben 


pe make villages habitable for respectable cone. It must re-excavate all the 


silted-up ‘rivers in Northern, Central and 
embankments in Western Bengal for the 


ur 
now requires is not extensive rail-roads but a network of rivers and canals, like 


that in the Punjab. Such a net-work of water-courses will immensely increase 
the volume of trade and agriculture in the country, and thus amply repay the 
cost of its construction. alae 5 

From the political point of view, the re-estsblishment of village - life in 
Bengal will thoroughly destroy the germs of sedition and discontent in the 
country. It is because people are compelled, by the insanitary condition of 
villages, to live in towns, that thay become discontented and harbour seditious 
feelings. In the mufassal also, constant suffering from illness owing to insani- 
tation makes poopie discontented. If now the villages can be made healthy, 
people from the town will flock to them, They will earn money in towns 
and spend it in their village homes. Agitation and sedition will cease to exist, 
and discontent will disappear like the morning mist. 


is | 

28. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Pairita [Calcutta]. of the 
Derjecling Water Supply Con- 14th November says that, although the result of 
ference. + the Darjeeling .Water-supply. Conference as indi- 
cated in the Resolution published in the Calcattia Gazette, may seem dis- 
appointing, it is evident from the Resolution that Government will try to have 
old tanks re-excavated by District Boards, and form village committees for 
the purpose of looking after them. As regards the proposal to place private 
tanks under District Board control, it may at first sight seem unobjectionable, 
but in practice it will give rise to much discontent and litigation. It is, 
however, undeniable that some such step must be taken for maintaining a 
supply of wholesome water in the mufassal. 4 
The same paper wonders that the Darjeeling Conference did not at all 
deal with the subject of providing means for the steeping of jute, which: is 
now the most profitable crop in Bengal, and in which the Dundee and 
Manchester merchants are greatly interested. The paper suggests that tanks 
and kbals should be provided by Government for this purpose, the cost of 
which can be easily recovered from the cultivators within a short time. It 
is ssid that the water in which jute has been steeped is very fertilising. If 
so, the water of such tanks and khals may be utilized in fertilising the soil of 

adjoining fields. 1 25 1 
29. Referring to the proceedings of the Darjeeling Water - supply Con- 
2 ference, the Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 16th 
r November protests against the idea of wa & 
fresh tax on villagers for purposes of water-supply, on the ground that .they 
are already over-taxed. Government ought to meet the cost of all schemes 
of water-supply in villages, by diverting the proceeds of the road oess to 
this direction. It is a wonder, however, that this question was not discussed 
in the Conference. The writer.also protests against the bre osal to in- 
vest the village unions with power to fine villagers guilty of defiling sources 


of e as this power is likely to be abused by members of the 
It wi 


unions. be enough if educated and public-spirited men are appointed 
members of the unions, and sources of water - supply are placed under their 
control and supervision, Again, as regards taking a census of all existing 
sonrces of water-supply, it should be done by honest and efficient sub- oversee 
and their figures for every village should be attested by a few educated an 
respectable local men. In conclusion, the writer is grateful to the Govern- 
ment for the:sympathetic attitude in which the whole question of water-supply 
is being discussed by it. v . 
30. Referring to the improvement scheme for Russa Road, the Hitavads 

. 3 [Calcutta] of the 15th November Writes:— 

she Seg at ae ee Section 40 of .the Calcutta Improvement Act 
lays down — 


When framing an improvement sheme in respect of any area regard shall 
be hadto— | 
(oa) the ‘nature and the conditions of neighbouring areas and of Calcutta 
as a whole; | " 
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(c) the 15 ihood of improvement shemes being required for other parts 

We want to ask the Trust, first of all, whether it has taken up these schem 
with an eye to the above provisions of the law. Let them counidee the arden. 
stances of Calcutta generally. They will find that there are hundreds of 
narrow lanes where the sunlight cannot ever penetrate: In the Indian 
rter there are many roads and streets which are not even daily swept and 
3 ace dents. 


* 


cleaned, The narrowness of Chitpur Road frequently results i 
Without undertaking these improvements, the Trust seeks to widen Rusea Road. 
Does not this betoken ‘stupidity, rashness, and undue partiality for Europeans? 
The health of Bhowanipur is superior to the health of many parte of Caloutta, 
So it must be held that in attempting to widen Russa Road, the Trust has 
utterly lost sight of sub-section A of section 40. AOE EE ko | 
Then, as regards sub-section B. There is ample room yet for an exten- 
sion in the size of Calcuttu. If there is to be an extension of the size, the 
necessity will be felt of improving the areas over which the extensions are 
carried. The suburbs of Oalcutta are in many parts in a lamentable . 
Manoharpukoor, part of the Hazra Road locality, and part of Ball 2 
yet hot- beds of malaria. If the area of Calcutta is to be extended, thé neces- 


sity of improving these areas will be paramount. How then can the Trust 
held to have acted sensibly in seeking to widen Russa Road? There can be 


no doubt that the Trust, in this scheme, has completely ignored the considera- 
tions which, under section 40 above quoted, it should have kept in view. We 
earnestly request His Excellency to look to this matter. It can never be 
intended by anybody that the public ey 4 should be wasted. 8 

In seeking to widen Russa Road the Trust is going to act against law and 
good policy. In sub-section A of section 41, it is laid down that the Trust will 
only acquire such land in the area comprised in the scheme of improvement, 
as will in their opinion be required for the execution of the scheme. 

And yet in the Russa’ Road widening scheme, more land than is required 
for the execution of the scheme is being acquired. This Road extends north 
to south. And its width will be extended by taking up land on its western 
side. Why then does the Trust propose to acquire many houses on the east 
side as well? Is not this illegal ? | 

It is said that the Trust proposes to make a profit by oo as surplus 
land, the lands and houses which it is going to acquire on this side of 
the road, immediately after the road bas been widened. We have already. 
said that this is an operation which will entail loss. We do not see any 
provision in the law empowering the Trust to acquire land to be re-sold as 

lus land. Rather, sub-section A of section 49 says that only so much land 
as is required for the execation of the scheme may be acquired by the Trust. 
How then is the Trust geing to acquire surplus land? This 1s really 
mysterious, The Trust also proceeded to acquire somefof the houses on 
the eastern side of Russa Road, but later changed its mind and gave up those 
houses. It does not want to acquire the one-storyed house attached to the 
house of Babu Dwarkanath Chakravarty, but it is notifying the acquisition 
of fine two or three-storeyed houses, and even of the front-row ‘of one-storeyed 
shops in Jagu Babo’s Bazar, the biggest bazar in the south of Oaleutta. This is 
a puzzle which requires to be explained to the public. Brinda tens 

31. The Basumatt Se capa of the 16th November writes: ate Salt 
„ ae e m connexion with the recent in 
. Teter leppovement in Tote. Sanitary Conference at Madras, Sir H. Batler 
made an announcement that Government has sanctioned a grant of ‘five lakhe 
of rupees to fight malaria. This makes us despair that Government will 
ever seriously try to discharge the first duty incumbent. on it, viz., saving 
the lives. of the people committed to its care. It should postpone all other 
ex 1 like Railway extension, educational improvement, or even the 
building of new Delhi, and seriously tackle this sanitary question. Sir 
Harcourt’s idea is that, for the promotion of sanitation, the people ef India 
should be better educated so that they can understand sanitary rules, This 


may be true partially, but of what avail will a knowledge of such rules be 


** » * 1 — a a a,._sin A 


(66) 
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against, say, a water 
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(9-~Ratimays and Communication, inolading Canale and Irrigation. 


$2. The Jasohar [ Jessore} of the 9th November all 
Luggage clerks at the Sealdah | 


that the luggage 


ratification from passengers by over- 
2 . wes stating the — of their luggages, oi draws 
the attention of the railway authorities to the matter. 2 ‘te 


88. The Datly Bharat 1 E of v=" 1 8 devote 
its leader to the marginally-noted subjCedt. 
. men After an — of the n and 
convenience afforded to travellers, and considerable reduction in fear from 
highway robbers by the extension of railways in India, the journal complains 
that railway journey is not yet as safe as it should be, and specially female 
poe travelling in compartments reserved for the weaker sex frequently 
U prey to thefts and outrages, as a recent illustration of which the 

cites the case of : committed in a Bengal North-Western Railway 
between Mokameh and Semariaghat stations on the 4th November. 

The paper wonders that the news of the orime took nine days to reach 
Calcutta, How can the public, it asks, trust the police or assist them in 
investigation when they, according to the Tnglisiman, do not let anybody 
know what they are doing in the matter. 

The paper supports every word of the Governor's remarks in the Police 
Administration Report of Bengal for the year 1911-12, in which His Excellen 
oints out that no sooner the lower officers of the Police Department will 
in to accord better treatment to the people, than the latter will reviprocate 
with better for them. 

The journal repeats what it has said on several occasions before, that, so 
far as indigenous trade is concerned, the railways have done more harm to the 
country than good, for they fill the pockets of the European traders and 
capitalists. Still the assurance of safety of life and property in journey was 


train 


a great consolation, owing to which the financial loss was not felt acutely. 
But now it appears that this advantage, too, is a myth. 


The recent outrage referred to above, the journal remarks in conclusion, 
is a great slur on the management of the Railway Company concerned. They 
as well as other companies should give their best attention to the matter, and by 
improving arrangements of light and police guard should do all that lies in 
their power to prevent recurrence of similar outrages. 

34. The Bangavasi Calcutta] of the 16th November notices two corre- 
spondenoes published in the Bengake of the 12th 
instant, in one of which it is described how rudely 
three European passengers ina Down Darjeeling 
Mail train behaved towards a respectable and highly. placed Bengali fellow- 
passenger, and in the other, it is complained that in the Madura an Trichina- 
pali stations, Indians are not allowed to use the waiting rooms. The attention 
of the Railway authorities is drawn to the matter. 
35. A correspondent of the Muhammadi [Calcutta 


| Europeans vs. Indians on 


. says that the siltin of the Garulata Khal which 
tee wp in, She Opie with Boalkhali, f ‘into the Karnafuli river in the 


Chittagong district has done great harm to local 


clerks at the Sealdah Railway station extort 


paper 


of the 15th November 
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(h)—General. 


36. Referring to the fact that two Bengalis have this year passed the 
Civil Service Examination, the Jyots. (Chittagong) 
of the 10th October says that in Bengal, Deputy 
wistrates, Munsifs and Amla generally find 
service under England-returned Bengali sahibs extremely unplesant. They 
would rather serve under an Indian Civilian, who is a native of another province, 
than under a Bengali Civilian. Government is requested to note this and do 
the needful, 
37. In disouseing the constitution of the new Bengal Legislative Council, 
Lecislative the Saasivans oo ogg of the 14th November 
am meee eT expresses satisfaction at the fact that the new 
Council is to have a majority of elected members, 
By this arrangement, Government will be no loser, for the European elected 
members and certain other elected members will support Government. And 
yet Government has by this arrangement acknowledged the great principle that 
laws should be made by the representatives of the people. 
The educated community have not been given a representation on the 
Council. Nothing can be a matter for greater regret. The men, upon whom 
depends the progress or decline of Bengal, who make and break the country, so 
to speak, who promote education and sanitation and guide publie opinion, are 
to have no share in making its laws! Their labours and verance have 
brought about a reform of the Councils and yet they are excluded from those 
bodies. Nothing can be more unjust. A day is bound to come when they will 
get the proper reward of their labours. | Rely guy 
Wo are sorry to see the way in which the municipalities and landholders 
of the Chittagong division have been treated in this matter. It is bad to dis- 
regard Chittagong as of no account. The arrangement for giving a second 
seat 3 to the municipalities of the Presidency and Burdwan Divisions 
is good, but should not the Chittagong Division municipalities have been given 
the right to return a member each time ? 10 1 
he rule for the Calcutta Corporation to return two members is not good. 
It has not been good to endow the 25 Commissioners with the right of return- 
ing a second member, who might well have been elected by the edacated 
citizens of Calcutta as a whole. The educated community has been’ improperly 
neglected in this matter. 13 2 
38. The Birbhumbasi [Rampurhat] of the 14th November writes that the 
‘aa new Regulations for the Bengal Council are caus 
B ing dissatisfaction to some people. But what do 
the English people care for such dissatisfaction ? 
These people, who are dissatisfied, forget their own condition and dream dreams 
of being the rulers of the country. And it is these people whom we regard as 
our leaders! Let these leaders do some practical work for the good 
of cp 1 countrymen and cease to merely advertise themselves, as they 
now do. | 12 8 
39. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 15th November writes that the new 
constitution of the Bengal Legislative Council is 
Did. most unsatisfactory. It is merely a replica of 
| the old constitution, and it is strange that there 
should have been so much agitation and outcry about it. Government pro- 
bably thinks the old constitution sound, and hence no change is necessary. 
Popular opinion is, however, different. Save the grant of a second seat te 
es deen ga Corporation, nothing has been done to satisfy the claims of the 
ucated community. On the other hand, a seat assigned to Indian commerce 


Unpopularity of Bengali Civi- 
lians E 


has been taken away 8 to the Chittagong Port Commissioners. This 


is most dissatisfactory to the educated Indians. Europeans have been shown 
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( 1871) 
undue favour. Out of the 28 elected members, 5 are likely to be Europeans. 
This is unjust and out of all proportion to their number. Why. again are 
Musalmans being given so many seats? The Bengal Chamber, and the 
Trades Association, are to send their own representatives, and the handful of 
Darjeeling and Doars Planters will also be represented. And in the midst of 
all this scramble for seats the representative of the Indian Chamber of 
Commerce is pushed out. We did not expect such rules from Lord Carmichael. 

40. The Basumat (| Calcutta] of the 16th November requests Government 


} to accede to the just prayer of the public of 
1 Chittagong and the new Bengal Chittagong to ive the ‘Municipalities pe Land- 
— holders of that Division, concurrent instead of 
alternate representation on the new Bengal Legislative Council. 

41. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Pairika _ Calcutta] of the 

14th November asks why the Hindu clerks of 

the office of the Chief Secretary, Government of 

„Bengal, were deprived of the last Dassera and 

Kalipuja holidays, while Christians and Musalmans are never deprived of 
holidays on occasions of their religious festivities. 7 

42. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 16th November draws the attention 

| of Lord Carmichael to the report published in 

Did: another newspaper to the effect that the office of 

His Excellency’s Chief Secretary was not closed 

on the occasion of the last Kalipuja festival, and that one set of clerks of the 

office had been deprived of the previous Durgapuja holidays also. The Hindu 

clerks of the Calcutta Currency office received no holidays on the occasion of 

the last Durgapuja festival. 

48, Referring to the Customs Department Circular declaring that hence- 
forward the excise duty on mixed cotton goods 
manufactured in India will be charged on the 
quantity of cotton actually contained in them, and 
that the import duty in grease and other things imported into India from 
foreign countries for use in weaving mills will be abolished tentatively for one 
year, the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-O-Ananda Bazar Pairika [Calcutta] of the 14th 
November says that, though welcome, these measures of relief are extremely 
inconsiderable in the face of the heavy excise duty which is levied on Indian 
cotton goods. The weaving industry of this country will never prosper, 80 
long as this duty will not be abolished or substantially reduced. 

44. Referring to the State visits which Lord Carmichael will 


Lord Carmichael’s State visite. Nawab of Murshidabad, the 


The Chief Secretary's office 
kept open on Hindu Holvdays. 


A Customs Department Circular 
regarding the weaving industry. 


have been 
of Nadia and Nattore as well. 
45. Referring to the gold currency 


Gold curreney. 
introduces a gold currency in this poor country. 


III.—LE£EGISLATION, 


46. The Government of India have displayed utter lack of foresight in 

to un 3 legislation in the Imperial 

check 2 26 Se Council in order to check cotton-gambling,” writes 

the Daily Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 17th 

November, for we see that before the Bengal Government makes law ak 
gam 

will be caught 

by many other towns of the country in no time, causing serious loss to the 


in 
An Indien Act refusi 


the gambling in Calcutta, aud it will take several months to do = 


houses have alreay been opened in Bombay and the contagion 


general public. 


The Government will realize its mistake when the mischiefh as gained 


footing and will draft a bill after a year. 


pay tothe 
Maharajadhiraja 
Bahadur of Burdwan, and three other noblemen of 
Bengal, the Nayak [Calcutta] of the 15th November says that every one would 
perfectly satisfied if the honour had been paid to the historic houses 


question, the Dainsk Chandrika 
{Calcutta} of the 16th November says that the 11. 1b, un. 
Government will make a grave mistake if it 
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Lord Hardinge’s advice 10 and 
Maharaja of Indore. of those 


vo Heaven on: this 
erd-appak more book 


advising s 
hearers, the peop 
Ram 


Tat 


words here which are: 


‘ ; ‘ : 31 


“Let me in this connection venture to offer your Hi ee A. Lepa 
advice. Build up within your own State a body of your subjects on whom 
you can rely to serve You,, Take them young, educate them, select the best, 
fit them for high p vives and, when they are fit, confer bigh places on them. 
Give them responsibility and enlist their interest and Toy: in the work 
of administration, and I confidently predict that you wi mot-regret the step 


von have taken. a il 10 cost oft e one 

The Viceroy’s advice is valuable and it is possible Maharaja .Tukojirao 
may follow it, but we ask is the advice the euteome of expenenee It must 
be, considering the emphatic way in. which it was gi ven; but the experience 
may be of England or some other, qountry, or gained during diplomatic service 
but certainly not of India, which has not even the scent of the policy enumer- 
ated in that advice, . The rulers here do not trust she: people nor.do‘they give 
them an education with a view which would befit them7for holding higher 
1 Even those who obtain that education im spite of Such 
adverse . circumstances, are deprived. of thogs appointments- Lord Hardinge 


2 have seen this state of things for himself. The question now is .whether 


Lord Hardinge is ready to act ipoa the advice given to the “Young Maharaja 
of Indore. The distrust of Indians is at the rott of discantent in the country. 
Hindus were appointed to the highest post of Prime Minister in the courts of 
the * Emperors whose oppression through text books on history written 
by Englishmen and taught in our public schools, are full of descriptions of 
their high handed rule but now under the British Government they (the Hindus) 
do not generally rise even to Commissionerships. Will Lord Hardi 

translate his own advice and that of HisHighness the late Nizam into action 


FI. Misc RLLANROUS. 


Title zer Babu Nebin chinas Government or the Calcutta. University td confer 


Das of Chittagong. 7 om titl auch as Mahn shopadh: dya oF: LLB. 
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Nawab for his foresight. 


ae e 
49. The Dai Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 14th November, compares 
8 1 the remarks of the Financial Commissioner of the 
Punjab critised. Punjab shifting the blame of increasing drunken- 
| . ness in the province on to the social and religious 
customs of the people, to the judgment of the Court described in a farcical work 
of Harishchandra (A Hindi poet) sentencing a man with a fat neck to be 
hanged because the noose of the hanging cord proved too large for the neck 
of the convict who, too, was in reality innocent. 
50. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 15th November, referring to the 


‘suggestion now being made by some Moslems to 

9 ee 8 things European mg protest against 
European attitude towards gh writes that during the anti-Partition 
agitation five years ago, some Moslems, for selfish p s, declared such a 
boycott to be seditious. Of course, we prefer the use of things swadeshi to the 
use Of things foreign. But this is a matter which provoked a good deal of 
conflict between Hindus and Moslems in Eastern Bengal some time ago. If, 
then, the Molems want a boycott now, let them show the way. But we haveno 
sympathy with a boycott which will last for a short time and then end with the 
war. Hindus will cordially join the Musalmans ifthe latter apart from the 
results of this war, resolve on using things swadesht in preference to things 
foreign. But there is little chance of Moslems doing so, since there are so many 


of them engaged in trading in foreign goods, and they are so keen on getting 


special favours from Government. 
51. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 15th November points out 
«Wists unk ete that the great Powers, while they all profess 
to be acting in concert regarding the Balkan war, 
are some of them at least, sending armies and fleets to the theatre of war, 


resumably to have a share of the spoils when the terms of peace are settled. 


hese political moves, indicating conflict between words and acts, are 


really beyond our power to understand. 
52. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 15th November points out how, at the 
i „ present moment, ip spite of strong differences of 
oe, Opinion in regard to questions of home politics 
like Home Rule, the public in England, irrespective of party, are supporting 
the Asquith Ministry in regard to foreign policy, because otherwise land’s 
position in the Councils of nations will be injurously affected, The paper 
cannot understand why in India, too, the people, irrespective of religious 
differences, cannot take up a united attitude on political questions in regard to 
which their interests are all one. an 
58. Seeing that so far only a very small amount has been collected by 
the 71 4 branch of the Turkish relief fund, to 
2 al Muhammadans’ en, Which His Excellency Lord Carmichael has con- 
tributed Rs. 500, the Daily Bharat Mitra (Calcutta ] 
of the 17th November observes that the sympathy and fellow-feeling of the 
Musalmans of Bengal for their co-religionists is not in proportion to their 
claim of being the favourite wife of the Government or their readiness to pick 
up quarrel with the Hindus. 
54. The Daily Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 20th November thanks the 


Nawab of Murshidabad’s praise- decision of disallowing cow-sacrifice in 
W Every well -wisher of the country will praise the 
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LIST OF NATIVE.O 


BY THE BENGAL INTELLIGENCE BRANOH. 
[Ae d stood on let January 1912. | 


WNED ENGLISH NEWSPAPERS RECEIVED AND DEALT WITR 


No.] Name of Publication. Were peblished| Edition. 


Name, caste and age of Editor. 


Cireulation. 


— 


1 
2 


| 


} 


% Amrita Basar Patrika’’ 
% Bengalee” ... 


| ** Hindoo Patriot coe 


% Indian Eeho’’ 1 
| „Indian Empire” si 
| “Indien Mirror bas 


% Indian Nation * 


% Mussalman wi 
% Neis and Rayyet’’ _... 


„Telegraph 
% Herald 
% Kast 


oe 


: 


Calcutta 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Dacca 
Do. 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Bi-weekly 


— Nath Banerji and Kali Nath 
oy. 


Srish Chandra Sarbadhikari, age 44, and 
Kailash Chandra Kanjilal, pleader, 
Small Cause Court, also contributes. 

Kunja Behary Bose, age 45, Kayastha... 


Kishori Mohan Banerji and H. Dutt ... 


Satyendra Nath Sen sab ‘ie 
Neresh Chandra Sarbadhikari and 
Brish Chandra Sarbadhikari. 

A. Rasul and M. Rahman ove 
Jogesh Chandra Dutt, age 61 years ... 
Satyendra Kumar Bose — 
Priyo Nath Sen 3 


Kali Prasanna Chatterji, age 48, Brahmin I, 500 to 4,000 


00 to 8,600 


800 to 1,000 


© Has not been publiched for the last six months, end most probably it will not be published again. 


Pazt II or TRR Weskty Report. 


Additions to, and alterations in, the List of Vernacular Newspapers as it stood on the let June 1912. 


Circulation. 


No. Name of Publication. Where published] Edition. | Name, caste and age of Editor. 
& ° ” No. 18, Kali] Month] Eng- Raghu Probir Mitra (Hindu), age 23 100 copies. 
New |“ World’s Messenger. al y 0 — 
barty’s Street. 
Monindra Nath Mitter and Brothers] Ditto. 


Do 


‘Current Indian Oases 
(a law paper). 


No. 1-1, College 
East. 


Square, 


lish). 


Monthly (Eng- 


(Kayastha), age 33 years. 
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Pere ere I. Ponte 1 
1975, In refering to the Gandben Banquet, which took 


e on the Oth 


November, at which Mr. Asquith, the British Pri 
Wen; Minister, in responding to the toast of the-wifiletens, 


made an important speech on the Balkan situation, the Mussalman: observes 

the manifestos of the confederacy distinctly show the religious - 
this war, which has been ruthlessly waged to turn the Muhammadan Turks out 
of Christian Europe. The Muhammadans of India believed, rightly or 
wrongly, that all the Christian Powers of Europe were indirectly lending their 
support to the confederacy in its nefarious attempt, but most of them were 
lf under the impression that England, the greatest Muhammadan power, 
would not abandon her traditional policy of regarding Turkey as her ally. 
But the most indiscreet speech of the Premier cannot but convince even thé 
most sceptical of Muhammedans that Turkey is absolutely isolated, and that 
she cannot expect any help even from England. This sudden change in the 
attitude of England can only be attributed to the deliberately false and mali: 
cious statements circulated broadcast in England by the Macedonian Com- 
mittee about the barbarities and Selig, alleged to be committed by the 
Turks on their ( innogent~’ Christian subjects in Europe. 


.. fad II.— Hout ApMINISTRATION. 
oe (af Police. 


1776, Referring to the recent cases of dakaities in certain parts of 

ai a Eastern Bengal, the Herald emphatically declines to 
Den in Kasteru Bengal. —_ believe that there now is or ever was anything in 
the political situation of the country, which would justify such dakaites by those 
who seek the political advancement of the country. Can there be anything 
more puerile than the idea of ene o87 improvement in the people’s relation 
with the Government by robbing them of their money and peace? The 
popular party oe a larger share in the government of the country, 
have made no secret of their e ublic; they shun darkness, they abhor 
secrecy. They haye no need either for the revolver or for the easier method, 
So whatever else you may saddle them with, you cannot number them among 
the dakaits. Facts will not support it, commonsense will not tolerate it. 

These so-called political dakaivies may, no doubt, be traced to anarchist 
activities, for there may be half a dozen or so crazy fools spoiled by the an- 
arcbist philosophy of the west. But the police have not yet been able to 
trace out anything like an anarchist organisation in the country. And without 
such a well-organized body it is certainly impossible for the supposed anarchist 
to terrorise the people and bafile the police to the extent these dakaities have 
done. From the various accounts of dakaities recently committed, it is safe 
to say that there dakaities must be put to the credit of other bands than either 
the political maniao—if there be any—or the anarchist who certainly need be 
in no very urgent want of money in order to kill men. But the journal asks 
the authorities to turn their attention from the “ politicalldakaits to habitual 
budmashes, ‘I'he police have 80 far failed with the former; why cannot they 
now try with the latter? ot 


(%) Working of the Courts 


° vertin; t this subject, the Amrita Basar Patrila remarks that 
N Je the Indian Court-fees Act of 1870 has got no 
The Indian Oourt-fees Act. appliestion in the, Calcutta Police Court, and that, 


inspite of it, Mr. Swinlioe is quietly attempting to bring it into foros. The 
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journal refers to another fact to show that it stands on an un 
from the legal point of view, namely, that the Presidency M 
1877 was self-contained and complete in itself. Thus Mr. Hope 

resented the further report of the ‘Select: 


assailable ground 


I when h 
Committee on the Presidency 


agsiratr’ Bill (Supplement to the Gerd, of Indie, Febraary 26th, 1876) 


stated as follows :— 


The Committee trusted the Bill would be found to be a 21 document 
and useful to all concerned, and that it would remove what the late 
Lieutenant-Governor, Sir George Campbell, had called that floating undefined 
English law which rendered: N 


the procedure ef the Presidency Police: Court 
altogether uncertain, altoge er obscure, and altogether beyond the powers of 
the public to comprehend.” _ : fs alata 


The italics are ours. There is no ambiguity or obseurity as to the 
meaning of the above. It is as clear as daylight. It unmistakeably shows 
what has been stated above, namely, that the Act was a complete document and 
rendered the procedure of the Presidency Magistrate’s Court certain, well- 
defined, and clear—that it was also complete: so far as the court-fees were 
concerned. . ? . Pope oe 

In 1879 a Bill was introduced to amend the Criminal Procedure Code and, 
as it would appear from Schedule I, it was proposed to amend the whole of the 
Presidency Magistrates’ Act, 1877. But when the Bill passed through the 
Select Committee it was urged that an exception slfould be made in favour 
of section 57. 3 when the Bill was ed into law in 1882, the 
aforesaid exception was embodied therein. Thus the fact that Legislature has 
made an exception in favour of section 57 clearly 3 its intention not to 
interfere with the court-fees as applicable to the Presidency Magistrates Courts. 
When the Legislature itself has not thus interfered with the court-fees of the 
Presidency Magistrates’ Court, so long ago as 1882, surely it would not be 
proper for Mr. Swinhoe to attempt at the introduction of an inapplicable Act 
in his Court. J 

The journal hopes that Mr. Swinhoe will desist from an attempt at an 
innovation which concerns not only this Presidency but the others as well. 
Let him not rush in where the Legislature feared to tree. 


(e) Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


1778. With reference to the resolution of the Government of Bengal 
on the suggestions made by the recent conference 
on rural water-supply, the Herald writes :—‘“ The 
Government thinks that the excavation of a new tank in every village of 
Bengal is beyond the resources of the District Boards, and it, therefore, passes 
on to consider what can be done to re-excavate the existing tanks and to 
maintain control over them. Now this task is apparently exaggerated ; for, 
there can certainly be no need to excavate a new tank in every village. What 
is really wanted|to remove the scarcity of water, is to excavate new tanks only 
in areas where none exists. It must, 4 be confessed with a feeling of 
disappointment that the question of the excavation of new tanks does not seem 
to have been taken up with sufficient earnestness. a Se ee 

Next arises the question, by what agency should the water of the tanks 
under the control of the District Boards be kept pure. Now there is no objec- 
tion to employing the village chaukidar to guard the tanks and to the proposal 


Rural water-supply. 


to leave the matter in the hands of Union Committees. But the paper is 


decidedly opposed to the idea of making the villagers pay for the service of 
2 guard for the tank, for in the first place the resources of the District 
Board, if property utilised, ought to suffice; secondly, the payment of the 
service of the guard by the villagers will directly place him under those who 
will pay, and queer as it may seem, it is these villagers themselves who are 
ee for the pollution of the tanks. Thirdly, the village chaukidar, to be 
usefully employed, should be put to this task, which may, to some extent, justify 
the chaukidari tax, © = „5 | 
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15 der 1912 Faridpu sub- agent of a steamer compan: 
A. vy te at Nulmoori Ghat, India General Steam Navies: 
Magick, artes, tion or Rivers Steam—or both—and a steamer 
Serang refused to take the Gosairhat sub-office mail, because it was at a distance 
of about a hundred yards. Runners who were in uniform signalled the 
steamer. It is said thata er officer of Gosairhat station, who was on du 
Dacca, 


on that steamer bound for 
mail, but all in vain. This mail bag contained mails for Calcutta, Daoca, 
Chittagong and Faridpur. Great loss was suffered by a number of people in 
consequence of this act of deliberate disregard of public requirement and 
convenience. | } 


Y General. 
1780. The Bengales in illustrating the position of Indians in the higher 


„ ranks of the public service in India, remarks that 
Pn ig and the Indian Civil it is monstrous that while the educational move- 


ment in India is growing by leaps and bounds, and 


it is admitted that a new sense of responsibility has been awakened and a new 
spirit has been roused among the people, they should continue practically to 
be ostracised from the higher appointments in the country. Their self-respect 

not permit them to submit to this situation. Now that a Royal Commission 
has been appointed, it behoves our public bodies to make a supreme effort to 


put our case before it and to insist upon the practical recognition of our rights 


as guaranteed by Royal Proclamations. Our demands have to be formulated ; 
they have to be supported by evidence; they have to be put forward with 
uuanimity and firmness, but with temperance and moderation. We havea 
golden opportunity before us, Let us take the fullest advantage of it. 
1781. The Mussalnan writes that some loyal and law-abiding Muham- 
; madan inhabitants of the villages of Sikri and 
. Bde | cow on the Goga in the subdivision of Bongaon of the district 
of Jesgore represented to the District Magistrate 
that they had been performing the sacrifice of cow in R for a long time 
without in any way being offensive to their Hindu neighbours, and as the 
Subdivisional Magistrate was opposed to korbant being at performed, they 
prayed to the District re, are for permission to perform their religious 
rite. The journal understands that the Magistrate has rejected their petition 
on the ground that Torbani had never been performed there, as reported by 
the said Subdivisional Magistrate. Admitting for the sake of argument that 
the Subdivisional Officer’s report was based on fact, the paper fails to see how 
korbant can be prohibited even if it had not been performed at the Villages in 
previous years. 11 a Hindu who has never in his life performed the Durga 
uja ceremony wants to do it now, will it be consistent with reason to tell 
him that he must not perform the Puja inasmuch as he has never done so 
before? If not, why should the poor, meek, unoffending Muhammadans be 
interfered with in the matter of the sacrifice of cow ? The Id-uz-zoha comes 
off on Wednesday next, and the higher authorities must without delay come 
forward to protect the Muhammadans from the irritating interferences of this 
sort. The paper appeals to the Government of Lord michael to intervene 
and win the gratitude of the Muhammadans by protecting them from the abuse 
of power and authority on the part of overz aloũs officials. 3 * 
1782. In view of the approaching Bakr-Id” festival and of the active 
„„ Preparations made by the police to prevent any 
an Bele Le are isturbances of the peace in Calcutta, the Bengalee 
remarks that unfortunately a blunder has been committed at Telinipara. 
The Magistrate’s order pérmitting the slaughter of kine at Telinipara on the 
scasion of the approaching“ Bakr-Id” festival continues to be a source of 


requested those in authority to take this 


Bengal and’ Am Era writes that on the 4th Novem- u. . 4 4 Bui, 
oth Nov. 1922, 


BENGALEB, 


Id h Nov. 1912. 


MUSSALMAYN, 
18th Nov. 1912. 
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acquiesced in by all. It is not known why such a Board should not be at once 
appoiuted. The journal desires to point out in this connection that Sir Edward 
Baker himself, soon after the Calcutta riots, laid down. the prinoiple that in 
future in connection with disputes relating to the Torbasi on thé occasion 
of the “ Bakr-ld” festival a Conciliation Committee should be appointed. II 

no such Committees are appointed and the Magistrate’s orders are held to be 

final, a profoundly painful impression will surely be produced in the mind of 

the AI. Hindu community which will he shared by the larger Hindu public. 

What is wanted is not that any favour should be shown to the Hindus, but 

that a fair and imparital decision should be arrived at by a popular tribunal, 

consisting of Hindus and Muhammadans, which will command the confidence 

of the Jndian public. Nor is the fact to be overlooked that the verdict of such 

a tribunal would save the Government from a position of considerable difficulty 

and . e b 8 rer 208 1 nda fe van 

* 1783. On the same subject the Bengalee writes: On Sunday mornin 

— —— | 1 the Hon’ble Mr. Ariff and two Muhammadan re ate 
„ men were deputed, as they said, by Sir Willam 

Duke to inspect the site which they approved, and they told the Muhammadans 
that Government had passed orders for torbani and that it' would be done 
against any amount of opposition. Another party, headed by Maulvi Bazlul 
Karim, came and tried to dissuade the Muhammadans, but to no purpose, 
The site selected borders on the French Ditch and the Hindu residents on the 
other side of the Ditch have petitioned the French Government against the 
eite which was never agreed to either by Hindus or Muhammadans. The 
Hindus were never consulted, and they implore Sir William Duke, their former 
District and Subdivisional Officer, to inspect the site for himself, The Hindus 
will on no account create a disturbance, but they pray that their grievatice 
be exumined and judged fairly. A purwana has been issuel. enrollin 
Babu Sachindra Nath Banarji and others ag special constables during Bakr. i 
time.’ Nothing could be more reasonshie than the tone and temper of the 
above telegram. The Hindus give the assurance that they will on no account 
create a disturbunce. All that they pray for isan examination of their grievance 
and justice done to them. Under the circumstances the journal, however 
emphatically protests against the Be hs of respectable Hindus as special 
constables. It is adding ingult to injury. It is illegal in view of the judgment 
of the High Court in the Rangpur case, where special constables were 
arbitrarily enrolled, and the proceeding stron ly condemned by the High Court. 
The Peper trusts this part the orders of the Government will: be at ance 
withdrawn. The orders, it is true, will have a temporary effect, but they 


—— 1784. Referring to the speech delivered by Sir Charles Bayley, Lieute- 
Sir Charles Bay ley, Lieutenant- 


should never haye been 
„en Mov. 1018. nant-Goyernor of Bihar and Orissa, in reply to 
Governor of Bihar and rissa tbe several addresses of welcome that were pre- 
J... gemted to him at Bankipore on Saturday last, the 
Bengales remarks that Hie Honour seems fully to realize the yalue and 
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importance of popular 


the new p ce will 
will doebtless afford. 
province, which publi 
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High 
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Court for the new prevince, Sir Charles Bay 
said, that the matters wer not in his hands, but that he and his colleagues 
would rejoice if both boons could be granted. Befere the Goverument 
of India arrive, however, at a decision in regard to either of the matters, 
they should consult all sections of the community both in Bihar and Orissa, 
aud that so far as the question of a separate High Court is concerned, they 
should consult the Calcutta High Court, not only in the matter of details, 
but on the main issue, namely, the advisability of having a separate High 
Court at all at this stage. In his reply to the address of the domiciled 
Bengali community, His Honour referred to the decision of Govermment 
that in the matter of appointments no distinction shonld be made between 
natives of the province and Bengalis domiviled init. This decision is satis 
notary 80 far as it goes, but that the difficulty arises partly because there are 
officiais who are not loyally earrying out the decision of Government, and 


y because the e c Domiciled community is not interpreted in 
ibar as it is interpreted in Bengal. ‘lhe paper earnestly hopes the matter 
will receive the sympathetic consideration ef Sir Charles Bayley and his 
colleagues, and that they will take steps to remove the just grievance of a 
section of the community in Bihar who are by no means either the least 
i ant or the least deserving. ae ti pe 
1785. A correspondent to the Amrita Basar Pairika writes from Serajganj 
3 * eee me * tle 22 of September . 
r Muas: Mullahs are holding constant meetings 
W Sahn at Bardhangacha, Konabari, ‘Pangeshi, Mohampar 
and adjacent vil in Ullapara thana, Serajgunj subdivision, Pabna district. 
In these meetings the Mullahs urge their co-religionists not to serve the Hindus, 
not to carry the share of the produce of the holdings under ‘borga system to the 
house of the owner, who is a Hindu and to cut off all connections with the 
Hindus. If any one acts otherwise, he shall be punished with kafarana or 
ex-communication. The effects of these meetings and preachings are already 
evident and tell heavily upon the minds of the innocent and peaceful members 
of both the communities. This year the Mussalmans did not see the image of 
Durga and did not take part in the boat excursion on the Byaya day as usual. 
They gave up in a body the services of the Hindus and declined to carry the 
share af the produce of the holding to the house of the Hindu owner. 
The number of Hindus in this part of the district is very small to 8 
tion to Mussulmans who generally serve them and cultivate their ‘holdings. 
Heretofore they lived together as K next-door neighbours, Now, 
however, ithe attitude is quite chan and suspicion, distrust, ill-feeling, 
tension, and racial animosity are ‘brewing in ‘the place of will and peace. 
Hindus are suffering much, but the poor Mussulman day-labourers too none the 
lees. Af proper steps be not taken in time, serious uence is inevitable. 
The matter has been brought to the notice of the Subdivisional Officer, 
Sera) 177 f 
E unfortunate, to say the least of it, that just at the moment when the 
bond of mutual sympathy between the Hindu and Muhammadan 


is hing strengthened in several important places, some narrow-minded ‘people 
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ls to the sobér and responsible leaders of the Moslem community 10 do 

mufassal oo-religionists. een een nn e * 
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1786. Writing on this subject, the Herald remarks that the present b 

4 on, 2. es 5 0 1 Act must not be regarded as bringing. the whole +. 

The Bengal Legislative Couneil. question of popular contro! in administrative affairs er 

to a final and finished form; but it must be recognised that a great. and et 

149 important beginning, but only a beginning, for it is nothing more than that; sk 
ait A proper fulfilment of the promise of gradually giving the : provinces 

a 1 — of self-government makes it essential that the ca pular 1 

1 element should not only be allowed a majority, but that it should be „ ee d 

Sait If the representatives of the people are to be put one in opposition to another, t. 

1 , if they are to bo so sharply divided among themselves that they cannot r 

a constitute any strength, then it would certainly be absurd to expect anything e 
iT | in the way of popular control in the administration and government of the 
1 country. For to control means power, and power cannot come to those who 
tan are divided aguinst themselves.” ot 

at Now, can it be maintained with fairness that the pegs arrangements,’ 0 

Pu by which out of a total of 50 members only 114 will be the real representatives ¢ 

Bi f of the general public, are calculated to further facilitate the growth of loeal : 

| 10 government in this province? eee n eien f 

aie | | Indeed it almost looks as though what the Government really wanted 

ie was mere Advisory Councils and not, as was promised, real self-government ( 

Ai} to be granted to the people. Indeed it wanted to consult the Muhammadans, 

to consult the landlords, to consult the European merchants, traders | 

miners and planters, and it also wanted to consult the municipalities and ? 


District Boards, but it did not want any of the above or, for the matter of 
that, the general community, to gain any controlling voice in the affairs of the 
State. Surley it cannot becontended that communal and special interests could 
not be consulted on questions affecting them, if not by the present arrange- 
ment; but it is evident that so long as special electorates continue the bene- 
volent policy of gradually associating the people in the administration of the 
country must remain more or less abortive. | oie, 
Ihe differential treatsnent of Chittagong Division in the constitution of 
the new Bengal Council is supremely surprising. It is perhaps an unwilling 
insult to the people of this division which poss the subsidiary capital of the 
late G.vernment in its midst and which stood second: only to Calcutta in 
commercial and many other matters. The public leaders apparently weré 
BY perhaps not taken into confidence by the Government in such a serious matter 
1 affecting the whole people of the division. Whatever might be the absolute 
i value of these privileges at this stage, their relative value cannot be ignored. 
The public got no warning to put their case and enter, into protest. It is 
almost inconceivable that the Government of such a sympathetic ruler like Lord 
Carmichael could be party to thus slighting an important division. Not only 
have the interests of Chittagong been injured in having received no compen- 
satory advantages as was received by Vacca in many ways, after the modifica- 


tion of partition, in which the whole people rejoiced, but the present arrange 
ment hod not apparently taken notice of the good old rale that those that 


4 


suffered most deserved most. After the partition was gone, none in Bengal 
could possibly care or —_— * reap undue benefits at the expense of another. 
3 is 3 why East Bengal should suffer in an attempt to patronise 
West Bengal. | | : 117 2 . 


aB. 1787. On the same subject the Herald | continues — The educated com- 


16th Nov. 1018 


| : munity of Chittago ve keenly feel the 
ebro elem near acd de situation the people of thie ‘division ‘are likely to 
be|in.by.the new Council Regulations. The municipalities ‘are the only bodies 
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better principle.” 
o paper however is of opinion that the situation may yet be partiall 
mended 4 the 8 large number of Rar bet 2 
diminished by one to enable the municipalities and landholders of Chittagong 
to send one member each at eve 
right of sending one member. This will make somewhat more fairly an 
equal division of Members in the Council for the people and the Government. 
1788. The revised eo N e to the Imperial Council are, 
ee . remarks the Amrita Bazar Pairika, at last out. It 
The Benge! Degisistive Council, will be seen that the two most vital defects that 
disfigured the previous scheme are retained intact, viz., the over-representation 
of the Muhammdan community by means of special and separate electorates, 
and, secondly, the absence of any provision for including representatives of the 
popular, educated, non-official community. But, of course, when the revised 
provincial schemes gave no indication of any concessions to such popular 
demands, no one had hoped for it. The elective element bas been elightly —by 
an almost homeopathic dose—increased from 25 to 27, while the nominated 
element reduced from 35 to 33. Situated as we are, however, we must be 
thankful for these small mercies even. 


VI.—Misce.Laneous. 


1789. The Jadian Mirror writes :—“ The idea of establishing a Hindu 

: Sabha in London for the of fostering 

4 Binda tebhe iy lanten. brotherly relations between Hindus there, to assist 
them in times of distress aud to organise the celebration of Hindu festivals, is 
an admirable one. The number of Hindu residents in London is growing 
daily, and the projected Sabha will go far towards creating those home associa- 
tions which are so dear to exiles in a foreign land. The journal doubts, how- 
ever, whether the Sabha as such should waste its energies in propaganda work, 
as saggested by Dr. Coomerswamy. He thinks that England greatly needs 
permeation by Oriental needs, and that the Sabha head-quarters should be made 
a centre where interested Westerners could be instructed in the psychology 
and basic ideas of Orientals, and particularly in Hindu culture.’ The first 
aim of the Sabha, the paper thinks, should be to supply the needs of the Hindu 
residents rather than to undertake the operation of permeating English socie 
with Hindu ideals. The latter is too ambitious a scheme to be attended 
any success immediately 
the direction of Hinduising young Hindus. 


L. N. BIRD, 
Special Assistant. 
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